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But it is the singular property of the holiness of
saints, that when for the time being they perceive that
their labor avails nothing because there is no greenness
of life in the spiritual sprout, they remove to wholly
different places that are prolific1 of fruitful labor:2
since one dwells in a place to no purpose, if the fruit of
holiness is lacking. Therefore the saint, when he had
dwelt for a moderately long time in the barren land of
the Frisians, and the summer and some small part of
the autumn had passed, now left the regions that were
withered by the lack of the dew of celestial fruitfulness,
and, taking with him his travelling companions, de-
parted to his native country. Seeking the retirement
of his monastery, he there, received by the love of the
exulting brethren, spent also the winter of the second
year,3 that he might imitate the apostolic voice of the
teacher of the Gentiles, saying: "for I have deter-
mined there to winter." 4

1  Reading foecunda with the best manuscript, Monacensis 1086.
The vulgate reading foecundo, which Levison follows, makes no sense.

2  Gregory the Great, Dialogi, ii, 3, in P. L.} Ixvi, col. 140.

8 That is, two winters and one summer: from the autumn of 716 to
the spring of 718.
4 Titus, iii, 12.